
 

RGD  Topic #13  Love: The Hallmark of a Follower of Jesus  11/17/2019 

“Love” in the Bible 

The primary Old Testament Hebrew words translated “love” are ahab and 

chesed. In the New Testament, the Greek words agape and phileo are used 

to speak of both human and divine love. 

 

 

 

Biblical Truths About Love 

1) Love originates in God because he is love. 

“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes 

from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But 

anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  

God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only 

Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 

him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to 

love each other. (1 John 4:7–11) 

 

 

2) The spiritual life can be boiled down to one word: love.  

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 

Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, 

“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O 

Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than 

these.” (Mark 12:28–31) 

 

 

 

 

3) Love is more an action than an emotion.  

“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions 

and in truth” (1 John 3:18). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) God’s love is sacrificial and unconditional.  

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.   

                                                                                                     John 3:16  

 

 

 

 

 

“But God clearly shows and proves His own love for us, by the fact that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”              Romans 5:8  

 

 

 

 



 

TO LOVE:  
Our neighbor  
Leviticus 19:18 
The strangers and foreigners who 
reside in our midst  
Leviticus 19:34; Deut 10:19 
The Lord our God  
Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12 
God’s salvation 
Psalms 18:1–2 
Justice 
Psalms 99:4 
God’s law and commandments 
Psalms 119:47, 97, 113, 127, 140 
The name of God 
Psalms 119:132 
Wisdom 
Proverbs 4:5–6 
Discipline 
Proverbs 12:1 
Those who reprove or correct us 
Proverbs 15:12 
Good 
Amos 5:15 
Kindness 
Micah 6:8 
Our enemies 
Matthew 5:44 
Fellow disciples 
John 13:34 
All God’s people 
Ephesians 1:15 
Your wife Eph 5:25; Col 3:19 
The Lord Jesus Christ Eph 6:24 
Our brothers and sisters in Christ 
1 Thes 4:9; Heb 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22 
The second coming of Christ  

2 Timothy 4:8 
(To young wives and mothers) Your 
husband and children Titus 2:4 

NOT TO LOVE:  

Violence Psalms 11:5 
Cursing others 
Psalms 109:17 
Being simple-minded 
Proverbs 1:22 
Transgression 
Proverbs 17:19 
Sleep 
Proverbs 20:13 
Pleasure Proverbs 21:17 
Wine 
Proverbs 21:17 
Money 
Ecclesiastes 5:10; 1 Timothy 3:3; 6:10;  
Hebrews 13:5 
Evil Amos 5:15 
Perjury Zechariah 8:17 
The approval of others more than  
the approval of God 
John 12:43 
This present world 
2 Timothy 4:10; 1 John 2:15 

1. How did God’s truth speak to you this morning? 

 

 

 

2. What adjustments do you need to make in your life as a result?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life application questions in order of the points on page 1 and the chart: 

Love in the Bible: Do you have that committed, loyal, faithful love to show 

people goodness in spite of their behavior? Why or why not? 

1) How do we become better at loving others? Where does this source 

of love come from and how do we get it?  

2) What does it mean to love the Lord with all your soul? 

3) Why do we need to follow up our loving words with actions? What 

does it mean, “in truth?” Hint: Eph 4:15 

4) Why do we put restrictions on the extent of our love? Why is it 

dependent on a condition, i.e. a) “If you do this or act a certain way… 

then I will love you.” b) Because you are so…. I love you!” ? 

5) Which ones on the list on the left do you have the most difficulty 

with? Pray for one another. 

6) The Bible says, “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you…” Matt 5:44  Do it now by name. 

7)   What can you do to serve others more sacrificially this week? Jesus    

  says, “Don't look out only for your own interests, but take an interest   

  in others, too.”  Phil 2:4 


