Spiritual Disciplines—Evangelism Part| 3/7/2021

“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do not fear their threats; do not be
frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have.

I. Definition of Evangelism:

1. He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
Mark 16:15

2. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you always,
even unto the end of the world. Amen. Mt 28: 19 & 20

3. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. Matt 24:14

Il. Definition of Preaching:

At best, preaching the gospel to the world begins the process of making disciples.
Disciples are created through steady spiritual feeding and a believing response in
those who hear, which includes overcoming their sins.

A second factor appears in Mat 28: 20: "Observe all things that | have commanded
you." Observing "all things" cannot be done merely through making a witness.
Observing all things is a lifelong project requiring the structure and nurture of a
church. This is why the church of God exists (see Ephesians 4:11-16).

4:12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers;

4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ:

4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ: (No other motive will do. This is the main goal.)

lll. Nicodemus in the Gospel of John 3:1-21

IV. How did Jesus preach? With the seven “Ws”--
1) V.3 With compassion. “No one can see the kingdom of God...”
2) V.3 With some mystery “...unless he is born again.”

3) V.5, 6 With the true gospel—“water and the spirit.”

4) V.7, 10 With respect and integrity—“You should not be surprised...”
5) V. 11-21 With His mind-- logically theological —“I have... how then...?”

6) V.16 With His heart—“God so loved the world that he gave...”

7) V. 18, 36—With the future in mind—"“...not believe stands condemned
already.”

V. The story of Nicodemus only appears in the following three chapters of the
Bible in the Gospel of John.

John 3:1-21 = Nicodemus meets Jesus secretly
John 7:43-53 = Nicodemus questions the Pharisee’s actions against Jesus
John 19:38-42 = Nicodemus helps take Jesus down from the cross
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VI. Evangelism Myths and Truths

(Evangelism Part II-- 3/21/2021)

Based on the passage above, work your way through the following chart,

reflecting on the wrong notions many believers have about evangelism and
how this passage refutes these evangelism myths.

Sharing your faith depends on
having a slick, prepared
speech.

You have to know a ton of
theology.

“in your hearts
revere Christ as Lord

4

Sharing your faith
depends on a
surrendered heart.

You have to know
Christ as Lord.

It’s the pastor’s job.

Witnessing is an activity.

| prefer to let my life do the
talking.

“Always be prepared
to give an answer . .

4

It’s the job description
of every disciple.

Witnessing is a way of
life.

We need to add
words to our good
deeds and humble,
loving attitudes.

Nobody is interested in the
gospel.

Christians spread the gospel
best by inviting Christians to
religious gatherings.

“to everyone who
asks you to give the
reason

for the hope that
you have . ..”

People are interested
in a life that’s being
transformed by the
gospel.

Disciples spread the
gospel most
effectively by breaking
out of their church
groups and
permeating the rest of
the world.

Evangelism means
confronting people—usually
strangers—in a hard-hitting,
and usually awkward,
offensive, and abrasive way.

Evangelism means
loving the people God
has placed in your life.
And then, with great
sensitivity, gently
introducing them to
Jesus.

“But do this with
gentleness and
respect...”

A witness should be
authentic and real,
sharing his or her own
struggles.

A witness should “have it all
together.”

We should use whatever
means are necessary to get
the message out.

We should always be
honest and ethical in
our interactions with
unbelievers, treating
them with the same
respect we want to
receive.

“keeping a clear
conscience . ..”

“so that those who
speak maliciously
against your good
behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of
their slander.”

Success in sharing your faith
means that a non-Christian
prays “the sinner’s prayer.”

Success in sharing
your faith means that
God works in hearts in
his way and his time,
using our witness as
he sees fit.
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VII. Questions for your family/small groups:

1.

2.

How did God’s truth speak to you this morning from His Word to your heart?
What adjustments do you need to make in your life as a result of this truth?

. What are the two main assignments we are given by our Lord? (Mk 16/Mt28)

. What does it mean to “preach”? Is this only for preachers behind the pulpit?

. If you had to choose a leadership role, which one most describes you? Eph 4:11
. Which of the seven ways that Jesus witnessed, spoke to you the most? Why?

. What keeps you from sharing your faith? What can you do about it? Pray now.



