
 

Becoming a Christ-- like disciple: Next Steps                                      5/16/2021 

Three questions every human needs to ask themselves:  

1. Where did I come from? God created us in His image; we are not mere 

accidents without purpose. We are children of God (Galatians 3:26). Even 

better, as His children, we are precious to Him and He desires that we be 

with Him forever. 

 

2. Why am I here? The Bible says our aims for life today should be to discover 

God’s perfect will, repent from our sins and accept Jesus’ offer of salvation 

from sin and hell, and to become more like Him each day. (Romans 8:29). 

 

3. What does the future hold for me? You don’t need to guess! Not only will 

you experience more peace and joy today, the Bible says Jesus will come 

very soon to take His people to the wonderful home He is preparing for 

them in heaven (John 14:1–3). In supreme joy and happiness, you will live 

forever in God’s presence (Revelation 21:3, 4). 

Ref:https://www.amazingfacts.org/media-library/study-guide/e/4875/t/is-

there-anything-left-you-can-trust- 

 

Approaching some simple fishermen, he said, “Follow Me, and I will make you 

become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17 NASB).  

 

 
A Definition of Disciple A disciple is a person who follows 

Jesus—to know Jesus and his teaching; to grow more like Jesus; 

and to go for Jesus, serving others and making new disciples. 

 

   According to Jesus, discipleship alters every facet of life: our beliefs (knowing), 

our essential nature (growing), and our actions (going).  

 

  This brief self-assessment is meant to give you a general sense of where you 

should focus first in your journey of discipleship. Simply rank the thirty 

statements below, from one to thirty (with one being the topic you most want to 

focus on, and thirty being the issue you feel the least need to wrestle with right 

now).   

 

 

 

Know: Disciples learn. They get a handle on certain basic truths about our God. 

_____Learning the amazing good news of Jesus (Topic 1) 

_____Establishing a relationship with God (Topic 2) 

_____Knowing what it really means to be a new creature in Christ (Topic 3) 

_____Being sure I am right with God—that I actually have eternal life (T4) 

_____Following Jesus—the nuts and bolts (Topic 5) 

_____Knowing the kind of life change that’s possible for disciples (T6) 

_____ Understanding the mission of Jesus (Topic 7) 

_____ Answering common questions about the Bible (Topic 8) 

_____ Learning what God is really like (Topic 9) 

_____Getting a clearer view of Jesus (Topic 10) 

_____ Hearing what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit (Topic 11)  

_____ Figuring out how church fits in to following Jesus (Topic 12) 

 

Grow: Disciples change. They gradually become like Jesus. 

_____ Dealing with the struggle to love others (Topic 13) 

_____ Experiencing joy and peace in life (Topic 14) 

_____ Strengthening my relationships with others (Topic 15) 

_____ Understanding the rare traits of faithfulness/gentleness (Topic 16) 

_____ Battling temptation (Topic 17) 

_____ Knowing the truth about forgiveness (Topic 18) 

_____ Coping when life is one big struggle (Topic 19) 

_____ Keeping on when you feel like quitting (Topic 20) 

 

Go: Disciples act. They engage in practices that can change the world. 

_____ Clearing up misconceptions about worship (Topic 21) 

_____ Dealing with a noisy, frantic, and jumbled life (Topic 22) 

_____ Digging into the Bible for yourself (Topic 23) 

_____ Building a richer prayer life (Topic 24) 

_____ Figuring out what God wants you to do (Topic 25) 

_____ Understanding fasting (Topic 26) 

_____ Hearing Jesus on money and giving (Topic 27) 

_____ Using your abilities to bless others (Topic 28) 

_____ Having spiritual conversations (Topic 29) 

_____ Making a global difference (Topic 30) 
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Five Traits of a Disciple  

 

A disciple’s life is marked by five traits:  

1. Trust: Disciples believe the gospel and—by faith—follow the Son of God. The 

essence of the spiritual life is faith (Hebrews 11:6). Understood correctly, faith 

is less a noun (something we “have”), and more a verb (something we 

“exercise”). Disciples trust God. They take him at His word. They live, not on 

the basis of what culture recommends or what seems right, but according to 

what God has said. They put God F.I.R.S.T. in their lives:  

F amily/friends -- relationship w/ them/others? Does He guide them? 

I nterests-- work, school, hobbies, recreation, etc.? Do you trust Him?  

R esources -- salary, possessions, talents, skills? Do you tithe to Him?  

S ituations -- Do you call on the Lord God first when you need help?  

T ime --Do you spend time w/Him first in the morning and later on? 

 

2. Love: Disciples live in healthy community with the people of God. The 

greatest commandment, Jesus said, is to love God wholeheartedly and to love 

others sacrificially (Mark 12:28–34). It is only a lifestyle of love that shows the 

world we are Christ’s followers (John 13:34–35). In fact, without love, our 

spiritual efforts are as worthless as a clanging cymbal (1 Cor. 13:4-8).    

 

3. Learning: Disciples are shaped and guided by the Word of God. 

Disciples of Jesus study and embrace the teachings of Jesus. We hunger to 

know the Lord and understand his Word better and better. But we seek 

biblical/ theological knowledge not as an end in itself. Rather, we acquire 

God’s truth and take it to heart in order to experience life change.   "All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16; 

Psalm 119:105).  

4.  Life Change: Disciples are yielded to and transformed by the Spirit of   God.  

Jesus’ original call in Mark 1:17 was to “Follow me . . . ” [in order to] “become”   

[something they weren’t]. Likewise as we follow Jesus—as we internalize 

God’s Word, submit to his Spirit, encounter trials, live in authentic but messy 

community, and engage in spiritual practices that open us up to God’s 

transforming presence—Christ’s  character is formed in us  (Galatians 4:19).   

 

 

5. Service: Disciples are devoted to and engaged in the mission of God. 

Disciples serve like Jesus, choosing daily to “give their lives away” (Mark 10:45). 

This means using the resources, abilities, and opportunities God gives to further 

his kingdom (Acts 20:24). Christ’s servants share the gospel message boldly, 

clearly, and humbly . . . with neighbors near and far. And as we become better 

disciples of Jesus, we also seek to make and serve other disciples of Jesus. (Matt 

28: 19,20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8)  

“… teach them to OBEY ALL THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU.”  JESUS  

The apostle Paul repeated this idea to Timothy when he said: “And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people 

who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2).  

Here is a real-life picture of the New Testament model for discipleship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Consideration: 

1. Which area(s) in the assessment do you need to work on the most? 

2. What steps are you going to take to achieve your growth in these areas? 

3. Do you have an accountability partner? Share your experience with one. 

4. What other adjustments do you need to make in your life to grow in all “Five 

Traits of a Disciple?” How have you grown in being like Christ recently?  

5. How can you make God more FIRST in your life? What keeps you from this 

loyalty? Why do you think people look to other God’s for their security?  

 

 

 

 


