
 

Obeying the Commands of Christ: Christ as Lord: Deny Yourself          9/26/2021 

The Purpose and Meaning of life 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.” John 1:3-4 
 

Is he worthy of this title and our obedience?  
 

I. What Lordship isn’t 
“Not everyone who calls me Lord will enter God’s kingdom. The only people who 
will enter are those who do what my Father in heaven wants.  On that last Day 
many will call me Lord. They will say, ‘Lord, Lord, by the power of your name we 
spoke for God. And by your name we forced out demons and did many 
miracles.’  Then I will tell those people clearly, ‘Get away from me, you people who 
do wrong. I never knew you.’ “ Mt 7:21-23 
 

Lordship isn’t serving with goodness when you yourself aren’t good. Goodness is 
always connected to God. Without this relationship where you know Him and He 
knows you in the way he needs to, our service is rendered useless in the eyes of 
the Lord.  This is because we must love from a good conscience, sincere faith, and 
a pure heart. How do we prevent this terrible day from coming? By understanding 
what true lordship is… 
 
II. What Lordship is 
“Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” Matt 16:24  (R.A.W.)  
 
1) Deny: Resist the Flesh—You can’t serve two masters  

 to affirm that one has no acquaintance or connection with someone 
 to forget one's self, lose sight of one's self and one's own interests 
 “We deny self when we surrender ourselves to Christ and determine to 

obey His will.” (Wiersbe, commentary on Mark) 
 Denying self means to live as an others-centered person. This is following 

Jesus at its simplest: He carried a cross, He walked down death row; so 
must those who follow Him. 
 

The Motion Picture Industry shouldn't and mustn't set the standard or tell us the 
age limit on movies. God is the one who decides. Also, if it is not acceptable to 
watch a movie under a certain age, then it is not acceptable to watch a 

movie over that age, if it has immoral content. Sin is sin and bad for all ages! Period. 
As Christians, we mustn't allow the world to tell us how to live a holy and loving 
life. Sin is stupid and will only hurt you in the long run. 
 

Here is the biblical standard I created to use as a checklist BEFORE watching a 
movie.  It’s inspired by Psalm 101::3 "I will set no VILE thing before my eyes." and 
other Scripture. If it doesn't pass this test, we don't watch it. 
 

V iolence– “You shall not murder…”  (Ex 20:13); entertains with destruction 
I mproper relationships–“You shall not commit adultery. ”(Ex 20:14) ; gender 
issues 
I ndoctrination– “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Rom 12: 2); promotes new age, 
humanism, etc.                                               
L ustful scenes– “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins and clothed them.” (Gen 3:2); nudity, underdressed, provocative, no self-
control, etc. Satan want to take clothes off. He always tries to undo what God has 
done. 
E xpletives-- “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such 
a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it 
will give grace to those who hear.”  (Eph 4:29) Swearing, using the Lord’s name in 
vain—any use of God’s name that brings dishonor to Him.  
Here is an excerpt from  https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-
reviews/amazinggrace/.   
  
2) Take Up: Accept the Calling—includes the call to suffer, death/pain while… 
 

Cross—#1- Die to self-- Jesus said something much like this: “Walk down death row 
daily and follow Me.” Taking up your cross wasn’t a journey; it was a one-way trip. 
There was no return ticketing; it was never a round trip. 
 

Cross- #2: Any suffering ** you incur while doing the will of God—the godly will be 
persecuted. Light attracts bugs. 

C riticism from others for standing up to the truth of God’s word 
R ejection for believing in that Jesus is the only way, truth, life 
O stracized- persecuted – shunned/ignored for not compromising your beliefs 
S ickness/physical pain as a result of service—tortured for belief.  
S acrificing your life for your uncompromising beliefs 
** this includes any loss of resources and time, and/or the stress of loving others  



 

Their misery has become their ministry. And when they get through this test it will 
become a testimony.  
 
Stay strong in the Lord. As it says in 2 Cor 1:4 “He comforts us in all our troubles so 
that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them 
the same comfort God has given us. 
 
“I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.”  Phil 3:10, 11 

3) Follow… me ! Walk in the Truth Act it out--- everyone do it.  
 
Guide your life in four main priorities 
 

1) God. Love God (by doing what he says) more than anyone or anything else 
in your life’s journey. Whatever is first in your life is your God.  

2) Marriage: Love your spouse, staying loyal to her/him and making 
commitment your goal, not happiness. Marriage is a covenant, not a 
contract. It goes way beyond a license, to a loyal, loving, sacrificial, 
unconditional commitment to each other for life regardless of health, 
economic hardship, or any other kind of disappointment.  

3) Family: Love your children, spending enough quality time with them, 
listening more than lecturing.  

4) Work/Church: We serve God by serving others.  “Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters,  since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Col 3:23,24 

 
Questions for consideration: 

 
1) How has God touched you this morning through His word?  
2) What adjustments in your life do you need to make as a result?  

 

 

 

 

Obeying Jesus Commands: Take up my yoke and learn from me    10/3/21 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
Matt 11:29,30 

The Father Revealed in the Son Matt 11: 25-30 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to 
little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

 

What does it take to become a mature Christian? Seven Healthy Habits: 

M 
A 
T 
U 
R 
E 
S 
 
(Eph 4:11-13; Col 1: 25-29) 
 

Questions for consideration: 
1) How has God touched you this morning through His word?  
2) What adjustments in your life do you need to make as a result? 
3) What has God hidden from the wise and the learned? Why did He hide it? 
4) What does He mean by “children” in verse 25?  
5) What does the “yoke” represent? What kind of yoke are we supposed to carry? 
6) “Easy”? Does it mean that we will not have any affliction while serving Him?  
7) What burdens are you carrying right now by yourself? Release them to God. 


